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Hebrews 10:19-25; 2Corinthians 5:14-21; Matthew 28:18-20


               Pastor Paul Horn 
Be Ambassadors for Christ

I.  Strive for spiritual growth

II.   Strengthen one another

III.   Seek the lost

Hebrews 10:19-25   19 Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the blood of Jesus, 20 by a new and living way opened for us through the curtain, that is, his body, 21 and since we have a great priest over the house of God, 22 let us draw near to God with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and having our bodies washed with pure water.  23 Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful.  24 And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds.  25 Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching.

2Corinthians 5:14-21   14 For Christ’s love compels us, because we are convinced that one died for all, and therefore all died.  15 And he died for all, that those who live should no longer live for themselves but for him who died for them and was raised again.  16 So from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of view. Though we once regarded Christ in this way, we do so no longer.  17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!  18 All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation:  19 that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting men’s sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation.  20 We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God.  21 God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 

Matthew 28:18-20    18 Then Jesus came to [his disciples] and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.  19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”

The campaign advertisements for this November’s elections are pretty nasty.  Many politicians are attacking each other to sway you, the voter.  I hear other citizens complain that too often the politicians cite examples why we should not vote for the “other guy.”  Voters would rather hear our governmental representatives focus on why we should vote for them.  With these conflicting reports, how will you know who to vote for this Tuesday?  The NewsEnterprise had a special “Election” section in last Sunday’s paper.  If you logon to their website www.thenewsenterprise.com  you can find the policies and stances of each candidate.  You can compare which city councilmen/women have BRAC at the top of their list of priorities and which candidates are pushing for public transportation in Radcliff.  In most of those goal summaries each candidate has a short mission phrase, “I want the people to know that I’m here for them.” “I will listen to the people and take appropriate action.”  It’s nice to know we have accurate resources to know where these folks stand. 
What about you?  What is your mission?  There’s no hiding it.  It is smack dab in the middle of our church web site.  It’s in the bulletin every Sunday and sometimes in the monthly newsletter.  Others know it because we want them to recognize what Faith Lutheran is all about.  How well do you know your own mission?  Do you have a good handle on it?  Do you faithfully carry it out?  Today it is my prayer that as you study Hebrews 10, Matthew 28 and 2Corinthians 5 with me, you might be encouraged to take hold of your mission and Be ambassadors for Christ: Firstly by Striving for spiritual growth, strengthening one another and finally seeking the lost.  
I.  Strive for spiritual growth
It’s nice to speak face-to-face with our representatives who are running for public office.  I know that the doorbell at the parsonage has rung a few more times this past month.  It is good public relations for the candidate.  It is beneficial for us voters to know that those running care about us enough to stop at our doorstep.  Wouldn’t it be nice if the opposite were true?  To be able to knock on the door of the White House, walk in and chat with the President one-on-one?  It’s not that easy.  To speak to President Bush you have to go through many channels.  First of all, there’s a big wrought iron gate that you must pass through.  You must have the right credentials.  You must pass through the metal detector.  You must be allowed past the Marines posted as guards.  
The same is true if we want access to our heavenly representative; God the Father.  But it is much easier to get to the President than it is to stand in the presence of our Heavenly Father.  For one, He is holy.  He does not allow sinners to stand in his presence.  That’s a huge obstacle for you and me, since we were all born with sin.  And to make the situation worse for us, this inherited sinful nature produces all kinds of actual sins, sins of word, thought and deed.  This is especially evident when we look at how we have carried out our mission.  Not all of us have strived to grow in our spiritual life.  We don’t always strengthen one another.  We don’t always seek the lost, because, let’s face it, the thought of speaking about Jesus to someone we don’t know can be downright frightening.  Whether we’re afraid of what to say, afraid they’ll ask question we don’t know, or whatever excuse we make up, we are not faithful to our mission.  For all these faults we have no way to get to the Father because we are sinful.  We need someone to go to the Father on our behalf.       

Nowhere is this better portrayed that in the Old Testament temple worship.  The temple had two main rooms, the Holy Place and the Most Holy Place.  A giant, thick curtain separated the Holy Place from the Most Holy Place.  The Ark of the Covenant rested in the Most Holy Place; the very presence of the LORD.  Only the high priest could enter that room, and on only one day of the year.  He could only enter that room if he had in his hands the blood of an animal, sacrificed as payment for the sins of the people.  Today there is no temple and no curtain that separates us from the Father.  There does not need to be a special priest who brings a payment for blood.  When Christ died, the curtain in the temple was torn in two, by the Father’s own almighty hands.  This act symbolized the fact that Jesus had walked into the presence of the Father, as our Great High Priest, presented the Father with an offering of blood, not the blood of an animal, but his own, holy, precious, innocent blood, offered as the one and final sacrifice for sin.  Jesus bought our access to the Father.  No more blood is required.  Jesus is our intercessor.    

As a result you and I have received that special pass to get to the Father, just as we would need a special pass to see the President.  Even then, we would still need to walk through the metal detectors, be padded down by Secret Service and be escorted by the Secret Service to the Oval Office.  Our special pass to heaven comes with no other “security” requirements.  You and I will be able to walk through the gates of heaven with no questions asked.  For as the writer to the Hebrews explains, “Let us draw near to God… having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and having our bodies washed with pure water.”  (vs22)  What have our hearts been sprinkled with to cleanse a guilty conscience?  Nothing other than the holy blood of Christ.  What is this pure water that washes our bodies?  It is the water of Holy Baptism.  Is that water in the baptismal font pure?  I’ll let you in on a secret.  It comes from the tap in the bathroom.  How can this water cleanse our bodies?  Because it is not the water that holds the power, but the words, “…in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Ghost,” for these are the words of your Almighty Creator, Redeemer and Sanctifier.  So powerful are the Savior’s words when used with the water that they cleanse us not only on the outside, but also on the inside, in our heart and soul.  

Since this washing with water and Word brings you the special pass to the Father, you are now connected to him and to his mission.  His mission becomes your mission.  He says to us through the apostle Paul, “You are ambassadors for Christ.” (2Cor 5:20)  As ambassadors you carry a message to share with others on behalf of a higher authority.  He gives you this special assignment with instructions.  First, you are to strive for spiritual growth.  Jesus in his Great Commission to his disciples says, “Teach them to obey everything I have commanded you.” (Matthew 28:20)  The Father wants you to be familiar with the message that he is sending with you to share with others.  2Peter 3:18 the apostle tells us to “grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.”  Be lifelong students of the Word of God.  Did you know, that you can read through the Bible once a year for the rest of your life and discover something new every time? I cannot stress enough the importance of daily Bible study, the value of public worship and group Bible study.  With the Word of God as your foundation you will be able to carry out your mission as Christ’s ambassador.  You will know how to answer others.  You will know where that particular question they asked is found in the Bible.  With that knowledge of the Scriptures you will be able to strengthen one another, which is the second part of our mission.  
II. Strengthen one another.

I recently spoke with a pastor who told me about a single young lady in his congregation whom he had not seen in worship for a year and a half.  She called him up one day and told him that she had gotten pregnant by her boyfriend.  On the phone she had mentioned the thought of getting an abortion, but decided not to do so. Then added the comment, “But I’m not against those who do that.  I’m totally fine with them.  It’s their choice.”  This young lady had fallen away from the truth in so little time because she was not in the Word.  She had wavered so much that she had even contemplated taking the life of her unborn child.  

The writer to the Hebrews says, “Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching.” (vs25)  There are fellow Christians like this young lady, men, women and children, in our own congregation, whom we have not seen for some time, who have abandoned the good habit of gathering for worship.  Whatever the excuse they give, whatever excuses we give for not attending worship or Bible study, for we are guilty too, it is our mission and it is our responsibility to strengthen one another.   Why is this part of our mission so important?  Here in church is where our faith is strengthened.  Only here at worship is the Lord’s very body and blood offered for the reassurance that your sins are forgiven.  Here at public worship we are strengthened by each other with our fellowship of believers.  Here at worship we weekly hear the Word of truth proclaimed from the mouth of someone who has been called to do so.  Strengthen one another.
How do we approach these individuals?  The writer to the Hebrews says, “Let us consider carefully one another…let us encourage one another.” (vs24,25)  Let me think carefully how can I encourage the straying: first of all, by listening to them.  They may have a problem with a member at the congregation.  They may have a disagreement with a teaching of the church.  They may be going through a rough time in their life.  Always lead the conversation back to the Word of God.  “I’ve noticed that you have not been in worship for some time, is there someway we can help you?  We would sure love to have you back.  I’d hate to see you miss out on the Means of Grace, the source of our faith, our hope, comfort, strength and Rock in times of trouble.  Let’s grow in God’s Word together.”  Be an ambassador for Christ.  Strengthen one another with his Word of truth.           

III.   Seek the lost
 Politicians often send letters to those registered in their party and say, “Be sure to vote for me.”  They can rely on that voter to go to the polls for them. But they also seek those who typically don’t go to the polls.  They also try to appeal to those who are dissatisfied with their party.  So often you hear one candidate slander his or her opponent.  Hopefully you will hear them explain why you should vote for them.  Christ makes his appeal to you: take hold of your mission: be my ambassador.  Strive for your own spiritual growth, strengthen each other, the registered Christians, but also seek the lost, those who haven’t even heard of Christ’s campaign to save sinners from death, hell and Satan.  In his holy Word Jesus speaks very harshly against these enemies, and rightly so.  These adversaries want to drag all people down to suffer an eternity in hell.  That’s a truth which is so imperative to his campaign.  All need to hear it.  Equally, Jesus wants all people to hear the good news of his campaign and that’s where the light of the gospel shines.  This is where you and I come in as his ambassadors.
Why seek the lost?  First of all, Christ commanded us to go into the world as his ambassadors.  Secondly, he died for all those people who don’t yet know about him.  Lastly, he died for you, too.  If Christ made it his personal mission to save me from my sins and an eternity in hell, if Christ made it his mission to reach out to me with his Word and save me through the waters of baptism, then it is imperative that I take this responsibility as Christ’s ambassador seriously.  Then I want to be on the campaign for Christ.  This does not mean you have to go door-to-door talking to strangers.  You do not have to make phone calls to prospects you do not know.  But if you have that gift use it.  If you do not, that’s ok too.  You can be Christ’s ambassador and walk next door, or to the next cubicle or the next desk at school, or calling a friend, relative, acquaintance or neighbor, someone you know.  What do you say?  I honestly don’t know.  You know that individual better than I do.  When the right opportunity presents itself ask them about their relationship with God.  Ask them about their spirituality.  Then share with them the message you carry as Christ’s ambassador.  What are his words he wants you to share?  Here’s a start.  Memorize the passage from 2Corinthians 5:21 we read earlier this morning. God made him, [that is, Jesus,] who had no sin, to be sin for us, so that we might become the righteousness of God.  That’s a pretty simple passage you can memorize in five minutes.  You can attach a catchy little theme to it: God’s Great Exchange.  We’re sinners.  Christ was holy.  He gave us his holiness.  He took on our sinfulness.   That’s something you can share with anyone.  Be ambassadors for Christ, seek the lost.  
Right now I can’t tell you who to vote for this Tuesday.  We’d lose our tax exempt status at church.  But I can encourage you to exercise your rights and responsibilities as citizens and vote.  I can encourage you to research the goals of each candidate.  I will also tell you to exercise your rights and responsibilities as citizens of God’s kingdom.  Take hold of your mission.  Be Christ’s ambassadors.  Strive for your own spiritual growth.  Strengthen one another with God’s Word.  Seek the lost.  May God give us strength to do his will.  Amen.    
